this literary General, whose military ability in the field,
as proved by history, was not equal to the standard of his
pamphleteering.
Friedrich von Bernhardi was born at St. Petersburg on
22 November 1849, while his father, Theodor von
Bernhardi, was attached to the German Embassy, He was
educated at Gymnasiums in Berlin^ and at Hirschberg in
Silesia. Entering the German Army in 18 69, he participated
in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71. From 1891 until
1894 he was Military Attach^ at Berne, and for the next
three years he was a lecturer on military history in various
German Military Academies. In 1907 he was given an
Army Corps, but he retired from active military service
in 1909. He returned to the Army at the outbreak of the
World War in 1914, serving first in the eastern theatre
of war and later on the Western Front.
At the close of the last century, von Bernhardi was
known in military circles only as a General of a studious
nature and as a writer on the technical aspects of warfare.
In 1911 he startled Germany and the world, with the frank-
ness and deadly earnestness of his book Germany and the
Next War^ which immediately ran through a large number
of editions and which was translated by Mr. A. H. Powles
(Edward Arnold) into English the same year, ultimately
running into many editions, including a cheap paper-
covered edition in 1914.
He was a disciple of Treitschke and popularized the
ideas of his master. The time of his literary outburst was
significant, The embroilment with the French over Morocco
had given the military men in Germany every reason to
hope that the long-awaited "day" had come. It was,
however, settled in humane and civilized fashion and the
indignant General poured out his scorn on the civilians
of Germany, who had thus preferred the peace and pros-
perity of their homes to the expansion of their country
by war.
Borrowing a little from the newer prophet Nietzsche,
he was able to improve upon the older master, and to show
*?* stTu88lc and ^ triumph of the stronger was a law
of life itself, millions of years older than the demoralizing
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